Gounty of Riberside

-SUPERVISOR MARION ASHLEY
Firta DIsTRICT

Apnl 17,2008

Mr, Steven Rhodes
10587 Jonathan Avenue
Cherry Valley, CA 92223

Dear Mr. Rhodes:

Thank you for your letter regarding your views on water quality in Cherry Valley. While we
disagree on a number of important facts and issues, I share your concern regarding water guality
and safety. To that end we have worked collectively as a team to ensure that we address issues of
concern raised in your correspondence.

After carefully reading your letter, T asked the County Department of Environmental Health to
cvaluate the “Water Quality Impacts in the Cherry Valley Community of Interest.” As you know
this body of work was prepared by Wildermuth Environmental. The departments own review
was extensive, accurate, and factual, and found the work product “credible and that it identified a
number of water quality concerns related to the use of individual waste disposal systems in
Cherry Valley.” Further, the department found no fault with the study, or the merits thereof, to
serve as a guideline and or bench mark for managing the elevated nitrate problem in Cherry
Valley well water supply. As a courtesy, for your review and records, 1 have provided that letter
as an attachment to my response.

To ensure accuracy and seek yei another opinion regarding the report issued by Wildermuth, I
also submitted a request to the Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) to
evaluate the validity of the report on scientific merit and methodology. As you know RWQCB is
the state entity responsible for preserving, enhancing and restoring the quality of California’s
water resources, and ensuring their proper allocation and efficient use for the benefit of present

- and future generations.

Upon receipt of my request the review was assigned to Cindy Li, Ph.D., an engineering geologist
for the board. In their response, the RWQCB stated, “Dr. Li found the report to be credible and
that it identified a number of water quality concerns related to the use of individual water
disposal systems in the Cherry Valley area.” To address these concemns the County of Riverside
Board of Supervisors, and by my direction, The Environmental Health Department brought forth
County Ordinance 871 “Ordinance of the County of Riverside Prohibiting the Tnstallation of
Specified Septic Tank Systems in Cherry Valley.” As a courtesy and for your review and
records, [ have provided that Ordinance as an attachment to my response.
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The RWQCB also commented, *“We are supportive of efforts by Riverside County staff to
respond to the concerns identified by the Wildermuth Environmental report, and we look forward
to continued cooperation betwcen the County and the Regional Board in this matter.”

Recent reports of pharmacenticals in Riverside County’s water supply only emphasize the need
for our region to bolster measures to protect our precious ground water supply and improve
water quality. As a courtesy and for your review and records, I have attached a Press Enterprise
Article, Dated March 11, 2008, This feature article reflects the concems not only of men and
women who have devoted their life work to ensuring our water supply is safe, but reflects the
concemns by our federal leaders in our nation’s capital regarding this issue. It is therefore
imperative that we rely on experts to provide gnidance utilizing proven scientific methods and

practices. | am satisfied with the finding of the Wildermuth report and reviews provided by two

additional professional agencies.

I believe the issue at hand is of such importance to our residents that I will ask my colleagues,
con the Riverside County Board of Supervisors, to formally authorize and appoint a “Blue
Ribban” panel of experts that will focus on this issue and bring forth recommendations which
may lead to resolution of the issue at hand.

Again, thank you for your letter and for sharing your views and opinions with me regarding the
water quality in Cherry Valley.

Sincerely,

Marion Ashley

Supervisor, District 5

Enclosures: 1. March 11, 2008 CRWQCB letter
2. March 18, 2008 RCDEH letter
3. March 18, 2008 Press-Enterprise Article

CC: Chuck Butcher, General Manager, Beaumont-Cherry Valley Water District (BCVWD)
Albert Chatigny, President, BCVWD Board of Directors
William Lash, Vice President, BCVWD Board of Directors
Marquel Dopp, Director, BCVWD Board of Directors




Mr. Steven Rhodes
April 17, 2008
Page Three

Blair Ball, Director, BCVWD Board of Directors

Stella Parks, Director, BCVWD Board of Directors

Alan C. Kapanicas, City Manager, City of Beaumont

Brian De Forge, Mayor, City of Beaumont

WM "Martie" Killough, Mayor Pro Tem, City of Beaumont

Larry Dressel, City Councilmember, City of Beaumont

Jeff Fox, City Councilmember, City of Beaumont

Roger Berg, City Councilmember, City of Beaumont

Brian Nakamura, City Manager, City of Banning

Brenda Salas, Mayor, City of Banning

Debbie Franklin, Mayor Pro Tem, City of Banning

John Machisie, City Councilmember, City of Banning

Barbara Hanna, City Councilmember, City of Banning

Bob Botts, City Councilmember, City of Banning

Jeff Davis, General Manager and Chief Engineer, San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency
John Jeter, President, San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency

W. Ray Morris, Vice President, San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency
Jim Andersen, Treasurer, San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency
Richard Larsen, Director, San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency

Chrns Mann, Director, San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency

Jim Snyder, Director, San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency

Barbara Voigt, Director, San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency

Patsy Reeley, President, Cherry Valley Acres and Neighbors
Nancy Hall, President, Beaumont Citizens for Responsible Growth
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May 28, 2008

Joe Aceto
1091 North Shooting Star Drive
Beaumont, CA 92220

Dear Mr. Aceto:

Thank you for your commitment to serve on the Groundwater Quality Evaluation
Committee for the Beaumont/Cherry Valley Area.

As you know, this region faces a unique challenge in addressing its water quality. Your
role in reviewing technical data presented by regional experts, determining potential
threats and cost effective solutions, and making recommendations based on that
information will prove invaluable to local decision makers.

There is much work to be done in a short amount of time, and I encourage you to act as
expediently as possible to ensure our water issues are adequately addressed. To that end,
it is vital that the committee arrange regular bi-weekly meetings starting immediately in
order to begin processing the information available. Please mark your calendar and make
every effort to attend the first meeting on June 12, 7pm at the Beaumont/ Cherry Valley
Recreation and Park District, located at 390 W. Oak Valley Parkway, Beaumont, CA
02223.

Your findings will play key role in future planning for the Beaumont/Cherry Valley area.
Thank you again for your service.

Sincerely,

Marion Ashley
Riverside County Supervisor, 5™ District
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